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PRAYER POINTS 

 For peace in times of uncertainty 
 For protection in Nigeria and 

around the world from Covid-19 
 For provision for those impacted 

by restrictions imposed in 
response to the coronavirus. 

 For productivity for students at 
TCNN in their research projects. 

Evan with the pallet of books we 
shipped ahead of us to Nigeria. 

One pallet (40”x48”x70”), 64 boxes, 

1800 pounds.  

Set sail from NYC on March 3; ETA in 

Lagos, Nigeria on April 8. 

“Many are the plans in a person’s heart,                                                                  

but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.” (Proverbs 19:21) 

This verse has come to mind many times over the past several weeks. We 

expected to be living in Nigeria by now.  The plans for our transition were 

going very well. Applications for our Nigerian visas had been submitted and 

that process, though slow, seemed to be going smoothly. We had a 

successful moving sale in February. Our sending church officially 

commissioned us on March 8. And then … 

The coronavirus pandemic hit the United States. International travel all but 

ceased. Nigeria closed its international airports until at least April 23, and the 

government temporarily stopped granting visas to U.S. citizens. We do not 

know when we will be able to move to Nigeria.  
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Yet, we trust that this too is in God’s hands. His purposes 

will prevail. In the midst of uncertainty, we are reminded 

of God’s faithfulness. We are grateful we had our moving 

sale when we did, before the current restrictions with 

which we live in the U.S. We are grateful we had our 

commissioning service—and Graeme’s and Torin’s 

professions of faith—when we did, before the U.S.-

Canada border closed, leaving grandparents on the other 

side!  

We also see God’s hand at work preventing us from 

traveling to Nigeria immediately before the country 

responded to the current pandemic. Adjusting to live 

overseas has enough stresses of its own, without the 

additional stress of closures and shortages caused by 

the coronavirus pandemic. And so we wait, watch, trust, 

and pray. 

“Be strong and take heart, and wait for the Lord.” (Ps. 

27:14) 

Covid-19 in Africa 

Africa is not experiencing the outbreaks of Covid-19 wit-
nessed in Asia, Europe, and North America, but life there 
has been affected by the global pandemic. Many coun-
tries, including Nigeria, have closed their borders. 
Schools throughout Nigeria are closed. The cities of 
Abuja, Lagos, and the neighboring state of Ogun are un-
der a 14-day lockdown. All business and offices must 
remain closed and people are expected to stay at home. 

Living with these restrictions is a challenge in Africa. An 
African friend wrote to us: “I do not know what the gravi-
ty of Covid-19 looks like in your country, but here people 
eat because they worked for that day. Stocking food is 
not a common practice. Either you get it from your gar-
den or the market. If the problem persists we do not 
know how we shall survive.” 

Students at TCNN 

The Theological College of Northern Nigeria has sus-
pended all classes, but students are encouraged to con-
tinue their research and writing projects. Ryan is current-
ly supervising three student theses via email: 

 Bulus Bitrus Landi is writing a Master of Theology the-
sis on “The Effects of Technology on Pastoral Ministry 
in the Plateau Baptist Confrence of the Nigerian Bap-
tist Conference” 

 Levi  Gabriel Chibegan is writing as Bachelor of Divinity 
thesis on “The Essence of the Church: Its Relevance 
for the Anglican Dioceses of Gombe” 

 Markus Musa Midah is writing a Master of Divinity the-
sis on “Christian Discipleship and its Impact on Church 
Growth in the COCIN LCC Lere” 

Sent with the love and prayers of 
our family at Faith Church. 


